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C arol L. Cook Kaufman, 97, of Clinton, passed away Monday,

November 14, 2022 at the Alverno.

Memorial Services will be 2:00 PM, Friday, November 18, 2022 at the Clinton Chapel of the

Snell-Zornig Funeral Home. A visitation will be held from 1:00pm to the service time at the
funeral home.

Carol L. Cook was born on December 6, 1924 in Miles, Iowa, the daughter of Carleton and Leona

(Struve) Cook. She was a graduate of Miles High School and was the last surviving member of the
class of 1941. She graduated from State Teachers College (UNI). She married Louis Kaufman on

July 11, 1975 in Rockford, Illinois.

Carol began her teaching career at Alburnett, Iowa. For 40 years she taught sixth graders in the
Clinton Community School District at Hawthorne Elementary and Washington Middle School.

Carol was described by many of her former students as their favorite teacher. She often would be
outside participating in recess by playing sports with her students. Carol took special interest in
her students and provided them with learning experiences beyond the classroom. She supported

her students by attending sporting events, musicals, and drama events throughout their middle
and high school years, directed student painting of the Christmas window displays at Hawthorne

School, and conducted an end of the year field trip to her family farm in Miles.

She and her husband Lou enjoyed traveling across the United States to visit family. Carol and her
husband had a large vegetable garden that they enjoyed sharing with their neighbors. She also

enjoyed sewing and would often be repairing clothes for her friends and relatives. She was a
member of the Clinton First United Methodist Church, Eastern Star, and the Christian Women?s

Club where she served on the board several years.

Carol is survived by her husband Louis of Camanche; three nieces, Trinda (John) Smith, Karen
(Jim) Bewley, and Sara (Marvin) Hankemeier; and one nephew, Chad (Pam) DeVore. She was
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preceded in death by her parents; two brothers, Keith Cook, and Kenneth Cook; two sisters, Aleon
DeVore, and Leola Conkling; two nephews, David and Dean Cook; and one niece, Leona Cook.

In lieu of flowers memorials can be made to the Clinton First United Methodist Church or the
Clinton YWCA.
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Memorial Visitation

Snell-Zornig Funeral Home & Crematory,

Clinton

302 Third Avenue South, Clinton IA 52732

Memorial Service

Snell-Zornig Funeral Home & Crematory,

Clinton

302 Third Avenue South, Clinton IA 52732
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Friday,November 18, 2022

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM CT

Friday,November 18, 2022

2:00 PM - 2:45 PM CT
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JM James (Jamie) Mceleney posted:

Had Carol for 6th grade math. She was a wonderful teacher. She was a no-nonsense instructor

and a good friend. Rest in Peacr Mrs K

September 19 at 7:18 PM

JH Joyce Hook lit a candle in honor of Carol.

I met Carol at the YWCA in an aquasize class. Carol was a sweet and kind lady. I

didn’t know her well or for long, but she always had a smile and a kind word. She

was pretty outside and inside

December 20 at 11:11 AM

MB Maribeth Finn Bousman posted:

My mom recently gave me a picture I drew in Miss Cook’s class. Mom said Miss Cook was going

through some things and thought she - or I might want it. Happy memories of 6th Grade at

Hawthorne because of Moss Cook!

November 18 at 1:27 PM

KG Kelly Morrison Galan posted:

Miss Cook, as we knew her, was a favourite teacher. She could relate to young people. An

excellent teacher who made sixth grade a place you wanted to be.

November 17 at 4:41 PM
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KW

Joyce Hill Fishman May 24 at 1:24 AM

I went to Hawthorne School

Kim  Wilkins posted:

Miss Cook- we all knew her as that. I graduated from 6th grade from the class of '65 from

Hawthorne School. My first contact with Miss Cook was in 5th grade when I made the basketball

team and softball teams with the 6th graders. It was different having a female coach, but I never

thought about it. She knew what she was doing. I can still remember we played 6 Clinton

elementary schools in basketball and softball. We were 4-2 as 6th graders in softball. Our 6th

grade track team won the city elementary quarter mile relay at the high school practicing running

around the oak trees on the south side of the school yard. We used to play softball daily after

school in front of the oak trees. Miss Cook let us use the softball and bat to play "500." We had a

softball field on the southeast corner of the schoolyard. We had to practice after school in other

school's gyms because we didn't have one. But Miss Cook always watched out for us and figured

out how we could get there, especially Horace Mann. We used to practice softball at Irving School

in south Clinton. The principal Mr. Blanchard was friends with Miss Cook.Of course, she was

famous for her students to design and paint the big windows in the classroom at Christmas time.

She always had the classroom lights on at night before Christmas. I designed one window with a

toy soldier and had the lead on painting it, though all students participating. She sent all her

students a handwritten card at Christmas with a picture of "your" window. I still have it. It was light

green stationary. Almost 58 years ago.She used to read to us daily after lunch. We didn't have a

cafeteria. I can still see her standing tall at the front of the class holding up the book and reading

to us.Another time she asked the class what their favorite candy bar was. Everybody had one.

They were all 5 cents a piece at that time. Mine was a Hollywood bar. A classmate, Sue

Speakman, had a favorite that was 10 cents. So, Miss Cook gave everyone else 2 candy bars to

compensate. Cool!I went to Kirkwood through 3rd grade. That was all the grades at that time.

They split up the grades 4-6 after that to Hawthorne or Jefferson, depending where you lived.

Jefferson was a relatively new school. Hawthorne was really old. But as it turned out, it was the

best thing that happened to me- going to Hawthorne. I remember a whole lot more at Hawthorne,

but 1 more thing I need to write. At the end of 6th grade, the class was responsible for putting on a

show for the rest of the school. My friends and I put on a play about the Bowery Boys. They were

similar to the Three Stooges, but we liked them at the time. Miss Cook let us practice after

school. Still remember that day.And I went back to see her in 7 th grade. A lot of us did. OK, one

more. In high school, I played basketball through my sophomore year of high school. Miss Cook

always came to the high school games. I didn't play much, but one time I was told to come in. I

was supposed to take my sweat pants off before going in, but I accidentally dropped my trunks

also. I mooned Miss Cook. She was right behind me and laughed her head off. Typical Miss Cook,

I saw her and her husband at a restaurant in Davenport a few years ago. I introduced myself and

she recognized me. She asked about my 2 younger sisters who also went to Hawthorne in the

'60's. She was the best!

November 16 at 3:58 PM

JF
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Beth Lohse posted:

Loved Mrs. Kaufman as a teacher and was in the same sewing class with her 15 or so years ago

and we were able to reconnect - an amazing woman and teacher who left a positive impact on

many students in Clinton

November 17 at 12:01 PM

TS Trinda  Smith posted:

Aunt Carol was kind and loving, and always made you feel you were someone special. We have

many, many happy memories of Aunt Carol and Uncle Lou as they traveled far and wide to see

family and friends. Our hearts are with Uncle Lou and all family and friends of Aunt Carol. The

world is definitely a better place because you shared it with us. — Trinda and John Smith, Gary,

Beth, Gabe and Breanna, and Laura, Ben, Logan, Aiden, Mira and Deacon.

November 17 at 10:24 AM

SR Susan Ryan posted:

One of my favorite teachers, she made you feel special, I am sure everyone in class felt the

same. Our Christmas windows were Charlie Brown themed and were so much fun to create. Rest

In Peace Miss Cook

November 16 at 3:58 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Carol by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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